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How to import a vehicle
Once you have registered at the town hall we strongly advise to start up the procedure to import your vehicle. You will need to apply for a Dutch license plate. In order to receive the license plate you have to follow the procedure outlined below.    

NOTE:  For every passenger car which is going to be registered in the Netherlands you are required to pay BPM, the tax on vehicles and motorbikes. To avoid the BPM,  you can apply for a tax exemption with a special document: the ‘vrijstellingsvergunning verhuisboedel’. 

Please read page three, application BPM exemption, for the conditions and procedure.

Declaration for import duties

Did you buy your vehicle in a NON EU country?

You are requested to declare your vehicle at customs at the moment your vehicle is imported to the Netherlands. Customs will invoice you import duties (10%) and VAT (19%, custom duties). You will need the document “Enig Document”, available at the customs office of the town you are living, to declare your vehicle. Please contact your moving company and/or shipping agent who will assist you with this. With this document you inform customs that you are starting up the procedure of car registration. Besides these costs, you will have to pay the BPM (motor vehicle and motor cycle tax). 

Did you buy your vehicle in a EU country?

You do not have to pay for import duties and VAT if it concerns a vehicle or motorbike with normal license plates. With the import of new vehicles and motorbikes you are indebted for import duties and VAT. With the import of used vehicles and motorbikes you do not have pay VAT. ( “Used” is a vehicle or car of 6000 kilometres or more and from which the license plate is older than 6 months). Besides these costs, you will have to pay the BPM (motor vehicle and motor cycle tax).

Visit RDW (Rijksdienst Wegverkeer)

If you import a vehicle from a EU country you will have to visit the RDW-keuringsstation for the verification of the vehicle data, inspection of the chassis number and application of your Dutch registration certificate. You will receive your new Dutch registrations papers one week on your home address. After that you will have to arrange Dutch licence plates. Also close a liability insurance for your car at this point.

Examination RDW 

If you import your/ motorbike car from outside the EU, your vehicle or motorbike must be inspected by a RDW inspection station. The RDW will check if your vehicle or motorbike can be allowed on the Dutch roads. It is advisable to have your car adjusted to the safety and environmental rules for Dutch cars at a garage before the RDW inspection.

During this inspection the BPM will be determined. For the declaration you can visit the declaration point at customs which is often located in the inspection station.

Advantageous 2-1 service

When your car is older than three years it requires a valid APK (algemene periode keuring), technical inspection. The RDW has a quick 2-1 service: together with the inspection of the vehicle data, the RDW also inspects your vehicle for the APK. Costs for the APK approximately € 29,50.

For an appointment with the RDW please call phone number 0900-0739 and have all car details with you: chassis number of the car, year and brand of the car, diesel or gasoline, hand shift or automatic and the date you would be able to go to the appointment for the car inspection. It is also possible to make an appointment through the website of the RDW: www.rdw.nl. 

You will receive a confirmation of your appointment from the RDW through e-mail.
Please keep the confirmation letter, as well as the approval letter from customs for your ‘vrijstellingsvergunning verhuisboedel’  with you at all times during the period you drive the car before the technical inspection. 

Costs inspection license plate vehicles till 3.500 kg excluding APK approximately € 96,-

Costs inspection license plate vehicles till 3.500 kg including APK approximately € 125,50

Costs inspection license plate vehicles 3.500–12.000 kg including APK € 141,-.

Documents requested at import inspection:

· COC list if applicable (Certificate of Conformity, please ask the manufacturer of your car) (‘certificaat van overeenstemming CVO’)

· Valid ID

· Foreign registration certificate

· Proof of registration extract from the civil affairs department not older dan 3 months (‘uittreksel uit het bevolkingsregister’)

After the approval you will receive a statement of settlement (‘afwijzingsbrief’) and ‘document voertuiggegevens ten behoeve na de BPM-aangifte’.  

Transport to and from import inspection RDW

If your vehicle still carries foreign license plates you are allowed to drive until your visit at the RDW. You can drive with export license plates as long as those are valid. If your vehicle has no (valid) license plates you are not allowed to drive. In this case there are two possibilities to get your vehicle to the inspection station. You can apply for a one day license plate at the RDW. The easiest way is to ask for this when you make the appointment. This one day license plate is free of charge and also available for the transport form the ‘RDW keuringstation’ to your home address. You can also put your vehicle on a trailer or car ambulance. 

Declaration of BPM at BPM aangiftepunt

When your car has been inspected and has been accepted for the Dutch roads, you have to go to the BPM declaration point at customs. Usually the ‘BPM aangiftepunt’ is located in the same building but please do not hesitate to ask the RDW. 

Please do not forget to bring the documents mentioned above but also:

· ‘Document voertuiggegevens ten behoeve van de BPM-aangifte’ (you will receive this at the RDW inspection station)

·  Tax exemption letter from Customs if your application for the tax exemption has been approved

· ‘Enig document’ (only if your car was purchased in a non-EU country

Registration certificate and license plates

If you paid the removal fee and BPM (if applicable) you will receive a letter from the RDW in which the new license plate number is mentioned. You will have to arrange license plates yourself. You can go to a RDW recognized car garage to have your new Dutch license plates made. Within 2 weeks you will receive your new license plates. Please be aware that you are not allowed to drive in your car until you have received your new license plates. 

Please note that you are  legally obliged to arrange a liability insurance for the car.

A liability-insurance insures you against the results of an accident that you cause, but not the damage of your own car. There is no coverage against fire and theft. 

The RDW will pass on your registration to the tax head office who will notify you of the amount of road tax which you will have to pay.

Application BPM exemption

The following conditions are applicable in order to apply for the BPM tax exemption: 

· You must have lived at least 12 months in the country from where you are moving 

· The car must have been at least 6 months in your possession in that country.

· After moving to the Netherlands, the car should stay at least 12 more months in your possession.

As soon as you know in which town you will be living (or working), you can ask at the customs office of that town for an application form for “vrijstellingsvergunning verhuisboedel”. 


Documents needed:

· Copy valid ID (passport)

· Copy work contract

· Copy employment statement

· Copy rental or purchase contract of your home

· De-registration at the Town Hall from the town you have moved from 

· Proof that you have lived at least 12 months in the country you move from 

· Residing certificate from the population register of the municipality showing that you have taken up residence coming from abroad (any other form of registration will not be accepted)

· Proof that the car has been owned and used at least 6 months 

· Copy of certificate of registration for the car to be imported 

· Copy of certificate of purchase (and possibly copy of certificate of insurance for the car) 

· Copy valid proof of license plate of the car

· A signed (by party concerned) inventory in duplicate of all goods to be imported (NON EU only) 

· In some cases one also needs to proof that the car is approved according to the EU rules 

· Transportation document T if this is issued (please ask your shipping agent)

· All car registration papers 

· Sometimes a COC list (list of technical details of the car according to the EU rules, please ask your car dealer)

The application together with the documents mentioned above need to be returned to the nearest customs office. Which office is nearest to your home address can be checked at telephone number 0800-0143. If the application form for “vrijstellingsvergunning verhuisboedel” is approved you will receive a letter from customs at your home address. Please bring this letter to the RDW inspection and to the BPM declaration point.
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